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COASTAL GASLINK PIPELINE PROJECT SETS NEW STANDARD WITH 
UNPRECEDENTED INDIGENOUS SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION 

 

Submitted by TC Energy 
 

Coastal GasLink (CGL) is a 670-kilometre pipeline that will deliver natural gas from 
northeastern British Columbia to LNG Canada’s export terminal in Kitimat, B.C. As part of 
Coastal GasLink’s commitment to ensuring Indigenous and local communities are able to 
fully benefit from the construction and operation of the pipeline, we successfully negotiated 
20 project and community agreements that clearly demonstrate our commitment to their 
communities for the long-term. The article will interview CGL employees as well as 
Indigenous leaders who participated in these discussions to provide an insight into the 
importance of these negotiated agreements in securing strong Indigenous community 
support and providing a road map for future Canadian energy projects. 

 
 

 
The Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project has set 
a new standard for Indigenous engagement 
and participation in critical energy 
infrastructure project development and 
construction. Since the project was first 
announced in 2012, thousands of hours have 
gone into listening and collaborating with 
Indigenous and local communities to create 
a project that is delivering on environmental 
and cultural protection, including $1-billion 
in long-term economic benefits through jobs 
and contracting opportunities. 

 
“Integrity, collaboration and respect are at 
the heart of Coastal GasLink’s commitment 
to creating lasting opportunities for 
Indigenous communities in northern British 
Columbia and we’re proud of the 
relationships    we’ve    built,”    said   Tiffany 

 
Murray, Coastal GasLink’s director of 
Indigenous Relations. 

 
“There is unprecedented support for this 
pipeline project from Indigenous and local 
communities, including agreements with the 
20 elected First Nations along the right of 
way. Our engagement started at the early 
conceptual phase and continues today,” 
added Murray. “We are committed to 
engaging and working collaboratively on the 
project as it moves through construction and 
into operations.” 

 
Coastal GasLink is a 670-kilometre pipeline 
that will safely deliver natural gas from 
northeastern B.C. to the LNG Canada 
liquefaction facility in Kitimat, B.C., 
connecting clean, sustainability produced 
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Canadian energy to the world and 
ultimately, playing a critical role in the 
reduction of global greenhouse gas 
emissions and air pollution in Asia. 

 
Construction launched in early 2019 
following more than six years of rigorous 
review and environmental assessment. From 
the beginning, the project team focused on 
building relationships based on mutual trust 
and respect by providing meaningful 
opportunities for participation in project 
planning and jobs and local contracting 
prospects for Indigenous and local 
businesses and their communities. 

A milestone moment was marked in June 
2018 when leadership from a number of 
Indigenous groups and Coastal GasLink 
celebrated the announcement of the 
commitment for $620 million in contract 
awards to northern British Columbia 
Indigenous businesses for the project’s right- 
of-way clearing, medical, security and 
workforce accommodations. To date, 
Coastal GasLink has exceeded its 
commitments  and  awarded  approximately 
$720 million in contracts to Indigenous and 
local businesses. 

 
More than one-third of the field work 
completed on the project was conducted by 
Indigenous people and traditional 
knowledge was considered in its planning 
and design. The project continues to 
prioritize Indigenous and local hiring and 
held 25 Economic Summits along the route 
in 2018 and 2019 to connect interested job 
seekers and businesses with potential 
opportunities. Additionally, a variety of 
training programs continue to support 
Indigenous and local trainees and students. 
To protect Indigenous culture and values 
along with the environment during project 
construction, a Construction Monitoring and 
Community Liaison Program (CMCL) has 
been launched. The program provides 
opportunities for Indigenous community 
members to participate in construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastal GasLink implemented a Construction 
Monitoring and Community Liaison Program 
(CMCL). It provides opportunities for Indigenous 
members to participate in construction within 
their traditional territory for the purposes of 
observing, recording and reporting on 
implementation of construction activities to their 
communities. 
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within their traditional territory for the 
purposes of observing, recording and 
reporting on implementation of construction 
activities to their communities. It will 
continue through construction of the 
pipeline, which is planned for in-service in 
2023. 

 

 
Transparency is core to the CMCL program 
with Indigenous communities by 
meaningfully participating in the project to 
monitor the work that is being done. That 
open, relationship-based approach is 
something that Coastal GasLink believes is 
integral to the success of the project. 

Harry Bodewitz, a program coordinator who 
is working closely with CMCL advisors from 
several Indigenous communities along the 
project corridor, has seen the value of the 
program. As construction ramps up, 
additional CMCL advisors will be brought on 
to be involved in the program. 

 
“Something might have been planned 
initially, but once we actually get to the field, 
that plan may change, or get modified, to 
make sure it’s done right,” said Bodewitz. “In 
the CMCL Program, we have an opportunity 
to observe what’s going on, discuss it and 
share that with our communities.” 

 
For Mike Gouchie, a CMCL coordinator from 
Lheidli T’enneh First Nation, the program 
provides a chance to be out in the field to 
make sure what matters to his community 
and neighbouring community CMCL 
advisors, is at the forefront of the 
construction program. 

 
“As a CMCL coordinator, I’m able to assist 
the CMCL advisors to be out in the field with 
inspectors, construction management and 
myself to visit sites of interest, to understand 
the scope of the project in our territories and 
make sure environmental issues are 
identified,” he said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills training and education is an essential part of 
Coastal GasLink's committee to creating an 
extraordinary legacy. TC Energy invests in skills 
development and long-term education programs 
to support Indigenous and local residents and 
trainees. 
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Whether it’s in the field or at the table with 
First Nation leaders for monthly meetings, 
Coastal GasLink has involved Indigenous 
communities every step of the way. 

 
“I’m proud of the relationships we have built 
and the work we’ve done on this project,” 
said Murray. 

 
“We believe that by building meaningful, 
long-term relationships based on trust and 
integrating feedback into our project, we will 
create an extraordinary legacy of safety and 
respect for communities and the 
environment.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastal GasLink is delivering significant economic 
benefits to British Columbian families today and 
for decades to come. 


