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INDIGENOUS PARTICIPATION IS IMPORTANT TO THE CANADIAN
WIND ENERGY INDUSTRY, WITH OVER 35 COMMUNITIES ALREADY
BENEFITTING FROM WIND PROJECTS

Submitted by the Canadian Wind Energy Association (CanWEA)

Canada’s wind energy industry has been involved with and benefited over 35 Indigenous
communities in the country. As the voice of the industry, the Canadian Wind Energy
Association (CanWEA) has been a supporter of Indigenous participation in Canadian wind
projects. One of the ways that CanWEA has been active is by being a “Clean Energy
Collaborator” with the innovative 20/20 Catalysts Program, which supports clean energy
development in Indigenous communities. An example of this collaboration has included
working with Catalysts like Chantelle Cardinal (2018 cohort) on convening Indigenous
leaders at CanWEA events to enable meaningful discussions about the obstacles and
opportunities for Indigenous involvement in wind energy projects. This collaboration is
important, since “many of Alberta’s Indigenous communities are focused on opportunities
to participate in the clean energy development occurring in their Traditional Territory and
to creating opportunity on Reserve and on Settlement lands,” as Ms. Cardinal told
CanWEA’s 2019 Spring Forum in Banff, Alberta. In recognition of the effectiveness of the
20/20 Catalysts Program, CanWEA honoured the program with its 2018 Group Leadership
Award, which recognizes visionary leaders and clean energy pioneers for their outstanding
contribution to the Canadian windindustry.

30

Canada’s wind energy industry has been
involved with and benefited over 35
Indigenous communities in the country.

As the voice of the industry, the Canadian

Wind Energy Association (CanWEA) has been
a supporter of Indigenous participation in
Canadian wind projects. One of the ways
that CanWEA has been active is by being a
“Clean Energy Collaborator” with the
innovative 20/20 Catalysts Program, which
supports clean energy development in
Indigenous communities.
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Chantelle Cardinal, a Saddle Lake Band
member from Whitefish Lake #128 and a
Catalyst from the 2018 cohort, is one of the
Catalysts with whom CanWEA has been
working on convening Indigenous leaders at
CanWEA events to enable meaningful
discussions about the obstacles and
opportunities for Indigenous involvement in
wind energy projects in Alberta. She has
been working with First Nations in Alberta
for over 14 years and is currently the
Director of Business Development &
Environment for the G4 (Stoney Nakoda-
Tsuut’ina Tribal Council).
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“Many of Alberta’s Indigenous communities
are focused on opportunities to participate in
the clean energy development occurring in
their Traditional Territory and to creating
opportunity on Reserve and on Settlement
lands,” Ms. Cardinal told CanWEA’s 2019
Spring Forum in Banff, Alberta. “Wind energy
projects across Canada have demonstrated
exemplary, mutually-beneficial partnerships
with Indigenous peoples. From community
involvement and investment, to contracts
and long-term employment, these
partnerships are blazing a new trail for how to
facilitate collaborative Indigenous
engagement and access this country’s vast
renewable resources.

At the Spring Forum, she led an Indigenous
panel discussion on the strengths, benefits
and lessons from Indigenous participation in
wind energy developments. A key point was
that clean energy projects can contribute to
energy and economic sovereignty for
Indigenous communities.

In recognition of its successes, CanWEA
awarded the 20/20 Catalysts Program with its
2018 Group Leadership Award, which
recognizes visionary leaders and clean energy
pioneers for their outstanding contribution to
the Canadian wind industry.
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Effective Indigenous and public
engagement are cornerstones for
successful wind energy development.
CanWEA has developed Best Practices
for Indigenous and Public Engagement
to help industry members consult,
engage and communicate on wind
energy developments
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